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Welcome to Galveston!

Itis a pleasure to welcome you all to the 2026 TPSA State Conference! We've landed at
the beautiful Moody Gardens in Galveston this year, and | can't think of a better place to
bring our theme Charting Your Course to life.

Whether you've been with TPSA for years or this is your very first trip to the State
Conference, this week is all about your professional direction. We aren't just looking at
the horizon anymore; we're here to provide the tools and the networking opportunities
you need to navigate the evolving landscape of public safety.

We've been working hard behind the scenes to make sure this year is our best yet,
creating a space where innovation and collaboration take center stage.

For our Students this is your time to shine. Take the helm, dive into your competitions,
and don't be afraid to meet new people. The connections you make here could be the
start of your future career. Also, if you're looking to lead the way for others, be sure to
check out the opportunities to join the State Student Board. It's a great way to help steer
the future of TPSA.

For our Advisors, you are the anchors of this organization. Between the workshops
designed specifically for you and the chance to connect with our vendors, | hope you'll
take this time to network with your fellow Criminal Justice professionals and instructors.
This is a unique opportunity to exchange strategies, share insights, and strengthen the
community of experts dedicated to training the next generation.

Our goal is to build a community where everyone, students and advisors alike, can thrive.
Let's make this week in Galveston one for the books, filled with growth, great memories,
and a shared commitment to serving others.

Thank you for everything you do for TPSA and for the passion you
bring every single day. | look forward to seeing you all around the island!

Kira Hassler Newsom
Executive Director

WELCOME
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1 Hope Boulevard
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Monday, March 30th

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM Conference Check-in
4:00 PM Hotel Check-in

5:30 PM - 6:15 PM Opening Ceremonies

7:00 PM - 7:30 PM Student Board Campaign Setup

09:00 PM Quiet Time Starts

10:00 PM Student Curfew Begins

Tuesday, March 3ist

8:00 AM Competitive Events Start
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Lunch
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Advisor/Student Workshops
9:00 PM Quiet Time Starts

10:00 PM Student Curfew Begins

Wednesday, April ist

9:00 AM Competitive Events Start
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Lunch
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Advisor/Student Workshops
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM Student Social
9:00 PM Quiet Time Starts
10:00 PM Student Curfew Begins

11:59 PM Grievance Deadline

Thursday, April 2nd

9:00 AM -10:30 AM Grand Award Ceremony

2026 State Conference
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ADVISOR WORKSHOPS

TUESDAY

1pm - Lesson Plan Exchange
3pm - Join TPSA Staff
4pm - Club Fundraising

5pm - Student Board Q+A

WEDNESDAY
1pm - Starting a Drone Program
2pm - New CTSO Advisors
4pm - Club Fundraising

5pm - Rubric Review

STUDENT WORKSHOPS

TUESDAY
2pm - Leadership Training
4pm - Club Fundraising

5pm - Student Board Q+A

WEDNESDAY
1pm - Starting a Drone Program
3pm - Team Building

4pm - Club Fundraising

EXHIBITORS TUES/WED

Exhibitors will line the hallways
from 10:30am to 2:30pm for
Students to explore and engage
with.




MEALS

Monday Lunch  Ballroom

11:30 AM to 1:.00 PM
Chicken Alfredo with Salad or Cheeseburger with Fries
Served with a Water or Soda

MEAL PICK-UP

Individuals can pick up their meals using
their conference badge. All attendees

must wear their badge at all times and their
Tuesday Lunch  Ballroom meals are linked to their badge. Chapters

11:30 AM to 1:.00 PM can not pick up all their meals at once.
Lasagna with Salad or Chicken Tenders with Fries
Served with a Water or Soda

Meal options were pre-registered, anyone that did not pre-register their selection will
recieve a Cheeseburger and Chicken Tenders. Attendees can not change their pre-
ordered meal selections.

PARKING

Self Parking in the Moody Gardens Resort is free for all attendees for the duration of the
conference. The parking garage and valet parking is not free.

ROOM LISTS

To ensure accountability and compliance with TPSA lodging requirements, all
chapters must submit room assignments for their attendees.

After hotel check-in, advisors must enter the assigned room numbers into
their room list in myTPSA by 11:59 PM on March 30th.

This policy addresses past issues with TPSA's verification of attendee

accommodations, which raised safety concerns. Ensuring compliance from all
schools helps maintain a safe and organized conference experience.

GALVESTON ISLAND SAVINGS PASS

This exclusive pass offers discounts at over 20 local
restaurants, attractions, and unique island experiences.




VOLUNTEERS

Every TPSA chapter is required to complete two (2)
volunteer shifts total. Chapters that fail to complete those
shifts or fail to register for those shifts are ineligible to
recieve awards.

SHIFT SELECTION

Chapter Advisors can view their chapters

registered shiftsin myTPSA.

tpsa.link/state-volunteer-shifts
Lunch is provided to all conference attendees on both days
regardless if volunteering that day. Breakfast & Dinner will
be provided specifically to volunteers if their shift occurs
during those meal times.

Volunteers should check-in at the
Floral Ballroom at the start of their
shift and check-out there as well.
Chapters that fail to register for or complete both required Volunteers must check-in and out to
shifts will be ineligible to receive awards. receive credit.

Competitive event volunteers must complete their entire shift. To ensure fairness, all teams must have the same

actors, moderators, managers, etc. throughout the competition. If a volunteer leaves mid-shift, the event may need
to be re-run or have its scores cancelled. We understand emergencies arise, but please plan to stay for your full shift.

FEEDBACK

We're always looking for ways to better serve our chapters and their students.
If you have ideas, suggestions, or feedback on how we can improve, we'd love

to hear from you, please take a moment to fill out our feedback form at
https://tpsa.link/feedback . E % E
-

TPSA is built entirely by volunteers who are passionate about public safety

education. If you're interested in getting involved, reach out to Melissa, the

President at melissa@tpsa.info or attend the Joining TPSA Staff workshop

here at conference to learn more about how you can make a difference. E -

2026 State Conference
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VENUE/HOTEL RULES

General Rules

¢ No lifeguard will be on duty. Advisors must ensure
students follow swimming policies.

e Attendees must wear badges on Marriott property,
except during events, at the pool, or in hotel rooms.

¢ No practicing outside of hotel rooms. This includes
but is not limited to hallways, stairwells, parking
garages, attractions, gyms, meeting rooms, etc.

e On-site gyms are off limits to students unless
escorted by an advisor

e Staff will patrol the hallways after curfew.

e Quiet hours begin at 9 pm. Disruptive activities are
prohibited after that.

Curfew

Students guests must stay in their rooms after curfew,
except for medical emergencies, fire alarms, or when with
an adult. Advisors will be informed of violations.

¢ 1st Offense: The offending students will be placed
on probation for the remainder of the conference.

¢ 2nd Offense: The students will be disqualified from
all events, even if they complete them.

¢ 3rd Offense: The entire chapter will be on probation
for the remainder of the conference.

e 4th Offense: The chapter will be disqualified from
attending any more TPSA events for the conference.

Closing Ceremonies

¢ Dress Code: Competitors must wear their CTSO
uniform or business attire at the Closing Ceremony.

e Leaving Early: To respect attendees, members are
asked to stay until the ceremony ends.

¢ Housekeeping: Clean your area before leaving.
Dispose of trash and remove belongings. Left items
will be discarded.

Noise Violations

No disruptive noises from TPSA attendees' rooms after 9
pm Violations will be handled as follows:

¢ 1ist offense: TPSA staff will knock on the door, speak
to the occupants, document the room number, and
provide a verbal warning.

¢ 2nd offense: TPSA staff will knock, speak to
occupants, document the violation, and notify the
advisor. Any competitor present will face probation
for the conference's duration.

¢ 3rd offense: TPSA staff will knock, speak to
occupants, document the violation, and notify the
advisor. Any competitor present will be disqualified
from events, regardless of completion status.

Hotel staff will call TPSA if there are complaints at the
front desk. This applies to all TPSA-contracted hotels.

Dress Code

TPSA reserves the right to enforce stricter dress code
requirements when students participate in TPSA-
sponsored events.

Examples

e Must wear a cover-up over swimsuits when traveling
to and from the pool. No towels as cover-ups.

¢ No one may go shirtless inside the hotel.

Students attending the Student Social

e Should not wear excessively tight or excessively
loose clothing (I.E. sagging)

e Shirts may not reveal the midriff or be low cut.

e Shorts and skirts may not reveal any portion of the
buttocks/undergarments.

Students not following dress code guidelines must leave
the event and return only when properly clothed.



COMPETITION RULES

All state competitive events will adhere strictly to
TPSA policies outlined in the bylaws, code of conduct,
competition rulebook, and individual event guidelines,
ensuring fairness and integrity throughout the
competition process.

Eligible Competitors

High School Public Service students who have
competed at a 2026 Regional Competition, placed 1st,
2nd, or 3rd in the respective events, and scored at
least 60 points are eligible to participate in state-level
competitive events. Students are limited to
participation in two competitive events.

Check-In: Competitors must check in to their
event at their designated check-in time.
Competitors who arrive ten (10) minutes after
their designated check-in time will be marked
as no-shows and not be allowed to compete out
of respect for the time commitment made by our
judges and volunteers. Events can run ahead or
behind, check the online schedule or monitors.

Awards

Medals are awarded to 1st place, 2nd place, and 3rd
place competitors for each competitive event. Each
winning entry or team will receive a trophy to be
displayed at their school, symbolizing their
collective excellence and teamwork.

The presentation of awards is an integral part of
closing ceremonies at the State Conference. It is
highly recommended that all participants and
advisors attend the ceremony to celebrate the
achievements of all involved. If you choose to leave
the conference before the award ceremony, you
will be responsible for any shipping charges
incurred to receive your medals or trophies. Please
notify the event organizers in advance if you will be
unable to attend the ceremony. Chapters that fail
to complete their volunteer requirements are
ineligible for awards.

Scoring and Placements

The Texas Public Safety Association (TPSA) aims to
provide a fair and transparent scoring system to
ensure the integrity and credibility of our
competitions. Judges' scores will be averaged to
determine each competitor's final event score. Ties
are not allowed for a numerically scored event. In the
event of a tie, judges are required to review and adjust
their scorecards to break the tie. The revision should
be based on the team or individual's overall
performance, paying close attention to aspects like
adherence to safety protocols, accuracy in executing
tasks, professionalism, teamwork, and communication.
Under no circumstances should ties be broken based
on time. All options must be exhausted to break a tie,
in the event that a tie is still unable to be broken the
Competition Governance Team for that conference
must approve a tied placement.

Substitutions/Drops

TPSA has an emergency substitution policy for team
events, allowing substitutions up to five days before
competition in cases of valid emergencies (e.g., not for
grades). Substitutes must be active, paid TPSA
members and approved by the Executive Council.
Substitutions are not allowed for individual events, and
teams must forfeit if a member is removed after the
deadline. For State Competitions, no more than 50%
of a team may be substituted, and substitutes must
have competed at regionals in a different event.
Emergency substitution requests are only considered
after registration closes.

The drop policy allows teams to compete with fewer
members than registered, provided they meet the
minimum required for the event. For specific events
like Felony Traffic Stop and Facility Design, teams can
compete with fewer registered members as long as
the minimum is met. For other team events, a one-
member deficit is allowed for teams of three or more,
but teams of two or fewer cannot compete if a
member is removed without a valid emergency
substitution.

This page does NOT include all competitive event rules. This page is just a summary of
common rules and policies. Please reference the complete rulebook at tpsa.info/rulebook

2026 State Conference
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Electronic Devices

The TPSA Electronic Device Policy permits cell phones
and smart devices only within designated general event-
holding areas. Devices are strictly prohibited in all
competition rooms, hallways, restrooms, and parking
areas where events are visible. Cameras may only be
used in events explicitly requiring them, and all event-
related images must be cleared from devices before
exiting the event area. All violations of this policy will
result in immediate disqualification.

Searching and Handcuffing

TPSA competitors performing handcuffing and
systematic searches must follow guidelines prioritizing
safety, ethical conduct, and adherence to law
enforcement standards. Participants must receive proper
training and supervision before using handcuffs, always
employing minimal necessary force. Searches must be
respectful, methodical, and compliant with established
procedures, and failure to complete required searches
will result in point deductions. Violations of these policies
may result in disqualification and additional disciplinary
action. Please reference the TPSA rulebook for complete
definitions about searching and handcuffing.

Event Safety

TPSA prioritizes the safety of all competitors and actors
in role play scenarios, requiring strict adherence to event
safety procedures. Any injury caused by negligence, rule
violations, or deliberate actions will result in immediate
disqualification and potential further sanctions.
Investigations will be conducted for all reported injuries,
with final decisions made by TPSA officials and the
Executive Council. The use of pressure points or
techniques intended to cause harm is strictly prohibited
and will lead to disqualification.

Competitors must review and adhere to all safety dress
code guidelines outlined in their event documentation
before check-in. These guidelines ensure clear
communication, minimize confusion, and address event-
specific safety requirements.

Secret Scenarios

The scenario is a secret topic. Professional ethics
demand that competitors DO NOT discuss or reveal the
secret topic until after the conference has concluded.
Violation of the ethics rules will result in disqualification
and revocation of Texas Public Safety Association
membership.

Photo Identification

To ensure the integrity of our competitive events, the
Texas Public Safety Association (TPSA) requires all
competitors to present a valid, original, and current photo
ID for admission to their competition events. This policy
outlines the acceptable forms of identification and the
requirements for each.

Competitors may use any of the following forms of ID:

e A government-issued driver's license or non-driver ID
card or passport.

e An official school-produced student ID card from the
school the competitor currently attends. The ID must
be for the current or previous academic year and in a
hard plastic card format.

e Members may upload a profile picture to their
myTPSA account before their regional competition. If
a competitor has uploaded a profile photo to their
myTPSA account, this photo will be accepted as a
valid form of identification. No printed copy is
required. No uploads may occur after regional
competition registration closes.

e |f none of the above forms of ID are available, the
TPSA Competitor Identification Form may be
completed and used.
tpsa.info/competitor-identification-form

All forms of ID must meet the following requirements:

e The first and last name on the ID must match the
name used on the competition event registration.

¢ The photo on the ID must be current and
recognizable.

Competitors who do not present an acceptable form of
ID as outlined above will not be eligible to compete.

This page does NOT include all competitive event rules. This page is just a summary of
common rules and policies. Please reference the complete rulebook at tpsa.info/rulebook
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State Conference
SPIRIT DAYS

OPENING CEREMONY
MON -
Dress up: School Spirit!
COMPETITON DAY 1
TUES
Dress up: Elder's Day!
COMPETITION DAY 2 / SOCIAL
WED .
Dress up: Tacky Tourist!
SOCIAL: 7.30-9:30 PM Social: Old Hollywood!
CLOSING CEREMONY
THU
Dress up: Award Ready!
REGISTER ONLINE

TPSA.ORG
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1:30-9:30

TPSA STATE CONFERENCE STUDENT SOCIAL

COME IN YOUR BEST FORMAL WEAR! .
. THINK DRESSES, SUITS, ETC! * C T



STUDENT BOARD

The TPSA Student Board shapes our organization's future. If you want to run for a
position, participate in the events below to learn more, connect with students,
and campaign for your spot. Stay engaged, ask questions, and seize these
opportunities to become a TPSA leader!

Timeline

Feb24  Applications Open

This year the application will feature a statement for the ballot
selling themselves, and a form for the advisor to fill out attesting
to their character / permission to participate.

Mar 31 Student Board Q+A - 5pm

Stop by a workshop to learn about the student board, and ask
questions!

Mar 31 Tabling / Campaigning

Students running for office can table and campaign all
day on Tuesday at the State Conference.

Mar 31 Deadline to Apply 11:59pm

Students can apply for the election up
until the deadline at the competition.

Apr1 Election

All students will be able to cast their votes up until
Apr 2nd at 9:15am during closing ceremonies.

Apr2  SwearingIn

New Student Board Members will be sworn in
during the Closing Ceremonies.
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goosechase

Scavenger Hunt & Game

GooseChase is an interactive scavenger hunt game that adds fun to the TPSA
State Conference. Participants complete missions, earn points, and compete for
prizes during the event. It's an excellent way to explore, connect, and test your
public safety knowledge.

Steps to get started:

1. Download the Goosechase iOS or Android app.
2. Login. New to Goosechase? Sign up for an account or play as a guest.

3. Search for this Experience by entering the code JIGV8B
or name “2026 TPSA State Conference”. Once you find the
Experience, click Let's Go!

4. Join an existing team or create one. Some profiles may require
a passcode. The team creator can find the password by clicking
the gear icon in their profile's top right corner.

5. Lastly, set yourself apart with a name and photo and click Save.

Access Code

JIGV8B

goosechase




COMPETITIVE
EVENTS

Law Enforcement Legal Studies
911 Call Taking Closing Argument
Building Search Opening Statement
Crash Investigation Parliamentary Procedure
Disturbance Call Qualifying an Expert Witness
DWI Traffic Stop
Facility Design Fire Services
Felony Traffic Stop Facility Design
Press Confgrence First Responder
Report Writing Press Conference )
il : Public Service Announcement 'J
Suspgct Apprehension Search and Rescue =
Traffic Stop Skill Assesment : J‘z;_‘
Forensic Science Correctional Services \\
Anthropology Cell Extraction y A
Bloodstain Pattern Analysis Facility Design '
Crime Scene Investigation Inmate Processing
Fiber Analysis -
Fingerprint Collection and Analysis Job Exhibit

Drone NIST

_ Drone Search and Rescue

DIAL

POLICE l Hill. < ,

EMERGENC

2026 State Conference

TONFERENCE PR@GRAM 18




Grievance Deadline is 11:59 PM on Wednesday, April 1st.

We understand that situations can arise where you feel a decision, action, or condition
during the competition is unfair or goes against TPSA rules. That's why we've established
a clear and formal grievance process, so you have a structured and respectful way to
advocate for yourself or your team. However, let us be very clear: this is the only way to
address such concerns. Approaching staff, judges, or event personnel directly to express
your dissatisfaction outside of this process is not permitted.

If you wish to file a grievance, it must be submitted through the myTPSA portal by the
official deadline of 11:59 PM on Wednesday, April 1st. Grievances submitted in any other
way will not be accepted. Once a grievance is received, the Competition Governance
Team will review its validity and notify the party involved. This will be followed by a formal
hearing, where all evidence will be carefully examined. A final decision will then be made
and communicated to all parties.

Because grievances are time-sensitive, particularly during competitions, it is essential to
adhere to the posted deadlines. Any grievances submitted late or outside of the
prescribed process will not be considered. For detailed instructions on how to file a
grievance, please refer to the TPSA Grievance Guide.

This process is in place to ensure fairness and professionalism for all participants. Thank
you for following these procedures and helping us maintain the integrity of our
competitions.

NO PHOTOS NO ELECTRONIC
OR VIDEO DEVICES

Photography and Videography of Electronic devices are prohibited
Competitive Events Prohibited in the competitive event area.




GET INVOLVED

TPSA s built and run entirely by volunteers, advisors and professionals
who believe in preparing the next generation of public safety leaders.
As we continue to grow, we need people who care about this program

to help shape its future.

Regional Representatives

Regional Representatives are the primary liaison
between TPSA and the chapters in their region.
Reps serve as the go-to contact for advisors,
communicate updates and deadlines, and plan and
coordinate their region's annual conference. If
you're already attending conferences and

supporting your students, this is a natural next step.

Staff Positions

Membership Coordinator
Recruit new chapters, promote the organization,
and help schools get registered for membership.

Conference Registration Coordinator

Own and manage conference registration through
myTPSA, assist advisors with questions, and
coordinate with conference hosts.

Web Coordinator
Write content and keep the TPSA website accurate
and up to date.

Partnerships Coordinator
Build and maintain relationships with partners and
sponsors for regional and state conferences.

Attend the Join TPSA Staff workshop during the conference to learn E

Benefits

* Free TPSA membership, regional registration, and
state registration for the staff member

* Gas, lodging, and meal expenses covered for TPSA
related travel and the state conference

¢ Schools that host a regional competition receive up
to $1,000 that can be applied toward venue costs or
to discount their chapter's registration fees

Volunteer Coordinator

Support Region Reps with volunteer resources for
regional conferences and fully manage volunteer
operations, shifts, and policies for the state
conference.

Marketing Coordinator

Manage social media in coordination with the Web
Coordinator and Student Board, organize
photography and video at conferences, and create
marketing materials.

Logistics Coordinator

Handle all ordering, manage inventory and
equipment, and coordinate the safe transport of our
trailer to each regional conference.

more about available roles and what it's like to be part of the TPSA
team. You can also reach out directly to TPSA President Melissa -

Hollingsworth at melissa@tpsa.info.

2026 State Conference
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INSTITUTE FOR FORENSIC

RESEARCH TRAINING AND INNOVATION

FSET 2026
Presents

Crime Scene
to Classroom

July 21-24, 2026
Huntsville, TX

The Institute for Forensic Research, Training and
Innovation at Sam Houston State University will
host “Crime Scene to Classroom” as part of its
2026 Forensic Science Educator Training program.
The four day training program will be held in
Huntsville, TX.

The conference is designed to provide instruction to
middle school and high school educators. This is an
intermediate level course, designed for educators
that have some familiarity with the topic.

“Crime Scene to Classroom™ is a laboratory and
field-intensive course. Attendees are expected to
complete required reading ahead of the training in
order to participate in the hands-on activities over
four days.

Participants will work in teams to process a crime
scene and collect evidence from a human cadaver.
After processing the scene and collecting evidence,
each team will complete in-depth laboratory
analysis using techniques and instrumentation that
is routinely used in the crime laboratory. Intensive
laboratory exercises completed over the four days
cover:

e Forensic DNA

¢ Forensic Toxicology
Controlled Substance Analysis

Trace Evidence Analysis

SOUTHEAST TEXAS APPLIED
FORENSIC SCIENCE FACILITY

SH =

Goals

e | earn how the scientific method is applied to both the recovery
of evidence from the scene of the crime and subsequent
laboratory testing

e Hands-on use of scientific instrumentation currently used in
crime laboratories

e (Gain experience using DNA sequencers, GC-MS, polarized light
microscopy and extraction techniques

e Students will collect, analyze and present their case findings in
teams

e All attendees will be provided with the analytical data and
resources from each of the crime scene teams for use in their
own classroom

Registration

Registration - $1050: Deadline is July 3, 2026
Early Bird registration - $950.00 (Registration and payment must be
received by May 22, 2026)

Contact Us

For registration and hotel information, please
contact us using one of the methods below:

@ 936-294-3702
e ifrti@shsu.edu
www.ifrti.org



NATIONAL CONFERENCE

New Ortears
November 30 - December 2

Join LAPSEN in New Orleans for the
largest public safety educator
conference in the country—bringing
together TPSA leaders and educators
from Texas and beyond.

This year’s conference is our biggest

yet, building on record-breaking
attendance and expanding
opportunities for learning,
certification, and networking.

https://lapsen.org/conference

Pre-Conference Training Opportunities
Kick things off with a full day of hands-on
training, including:
e 911 Telecommunications Instructor
Certification
e Drone Training & FAA Part 107 (2400)
Preparation

Industry-Recognized Micro-Credentials
Participants can earn live certifications in:

e Law Enforcement (Classroom-Based)

e Crime Scene Investigation (CSI Classroom)


https://lapsen.org/conference/
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A heartfelt thank you to the TPSA staff for your hard work and

a reality. To the volunteers from schools across Texas,

on our students. To the teac s_,_f;hank@b ation to educating and ng
next generation o i ety professionals. To our appreciate your
expertise and the time you've given to evaluate an

A special thank you to Moody Gardens and the City of' ton for hosting us and providing a
welcoming environment for our students and guests. Your hospitality and support help make this
conference an outstanding experience.

We are grateful to each of you for your role in shaping the future of public safety.

TPSA

2026 STATE CONFERENCE
tpsa.link/state
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	Need Help?
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	Badges Required
	CONFERENCE PROGRAM


	MAP
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	CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
	Monday, March 30th
	Tuesday, March 31st
	Wednesday, April 1st
	Thursday, April 2nd
	ADVISOR WORKSHOPS
	1pm - Lesson Plan Exchange 3pm - Join TPSA Staff 4pm - Club Fundraising 5pm - Student Board Q+A
	1pm - Starting a Drone Program 2pm - New CTSO Advisors 4pm - Club Fundraising 5pm - Rubric Review

	STUDENT WORKSHOPS
	2pm - Leadership Training 4pm - Club Fundraising 5pm - Student Board Q+A
	1pm - Starting a Drone Program 3pm - Team Building 4pm - Club Fundraising

	EXHIBITORS
	Exhibitors will line the hallways from 10:30am to 2:30pm for Students to explore and engage with.


	CONFERENCE PROGRAM

	MEALS
	Monday Lunch
	Ballroom

	Tuesday Lunch
	Ballroom
	MEAL PICK-UP


	PARKING
	ROOM LISTS
	GALVESTON ISLAND SAVINGS PASS
	This exclusive pass offers discounts at over 20 local restaurants, attractions, and unique island experiences.


	VOLUNTEERS
	SHIFT SELECTION
	Chapter Advisors can view their chapters registered shifts in myTPSA.
	tpsa.link/state-volunteer-shifts
	Every TPSA chapter is required to complete two (2) volunteer shifts total. Chapters that fail to complete those shifts or fail to register for those shifts are ineligible to recieve awards.
	Lunch is provided to all conference attendees on both days regardless if volunteering that day. Breakfast & Dinner will be provided specifically to volunteers if their shift occurs during those meal times.
	Volunteers should check-in at the Floral Ballroom at the start of their shift and check-out there as well. Volunteers must check-in and out to receive credit.
	Chapters that fail to register for or complete both required shifts will be ineligible to receive awards.



	FEEDBACK
	We're always looking for ways to better serve our chapters and their students. If you have ideas, suggestions, or feedback on how we can improve, we'd love to hear from you, please take a moment to fill out our feedback form at https://tpsa.link/feedback .
	TPSA is built entirely by volunteers who are passionate about public safety education. If you're interested in getting involved, reach out to Melissa, the President at melissa@tpsa.info or attend the Joining TPSA Staff workshop here at conference to learn more about how you can make a difference.
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	VENUE/HOTEL RULES
	General Rules
	Noise Violations
	Curfew
	Closing Ceremonies
	Dress Code
	Examples
	Students attending the Student Social


	COMPETITION RULES
	All state competitive events will adhere strictly to TPSA policies outlined in the bylaws, code of conduct, competition rulebook, and individual event guidelines, ensuring fairness and integrity throughout the competition process.
	Eligible Competitors
	High School Public Service students who have competed at a 2026 Regional Competition, placed 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in the respective events, and scored at least 60 points are eligible to participate in state-level competitive events. Students are limited to participation in two competitive events.
	Check-In: Competitors must check in to their event at their designated check-in time. Competitors who arrive ten (10) minutes after their designated check-in time will be marked as no-shows and not be allowed to compete out of respect for the time commitment made by our judges and volunteers. Events can run ahead or behind, check the online schedule or monitors.

	Awards
	Medals are awarded to 1st place, 2nd place, and 3rd place competitors for each competitive event. Each winning entry or team will receive a trophy to be displayed at their school, symbolizing their collective excellence and teamwork.
	The presentation of awards is an integral part of closing ceremonies at the State Conference. It is highly recommended that all participants and advisors attend the ceremony to celebrate the achievements of all involved. If you choose to leave the conference before the award ceremony, you will be responsible for any shipping charges incurred to receive your medals or trophies. Please notify the event organizers in advance if you will be unable to attend the ceremony. Chapters that fail to complete their volunteer requirements are ineligible for awards.

	Scoring and Placements
	The Texas Public Safety Association (TPSA) aims to provide a fair and transparent scoring system to ensure the integrity and credibility of our competitions. Judges' scores will be averaged to determine each competitor's final event score. Ties are not allowed for a numerically scored event. In the event of a tie, judges are required to review and adjust their scorecards to break the tie. The revision should be based on the team or individual's overall performance, paying close attention to aspects like adherence to safety protocols, accuracy in executing tasks, professionalism, teamwork, and communication. Under no circumstances should ties be broken based on time. All options must be exhausted to break a tie, in the event that a tie is still unable to be broken the Competition Governance Team for that conference must approve a tied placement.

	Substitutions/Drops
	TPSA has an emergency substitution policy for team events, allowing substitutions up to five days before competition in cases of valid emergencies (e.g., not for grades). Substitutes must be active, paid TPSA members and approved by the Executive Council. Substitutions are not allowed for individual events, and teams must forfeit if a member is removed after the deadline. For State Competitions, no more than 50% of a team may be substituted, and substitutes must have competed at regionals in a different event. Emergency substitution requests are only considered after registration closes.
	The drop policy allows teams to compete with fewer members than registered, provided they meet the minimum required for the event. For specific events like Felony Traffic Stop and Facility Design, teams can compete with fewer registered members as long as the minimum is met. For other team events, a one-member deficit is allowed for teams of three or more, but teams of two or fewer cannot compete if a member is removed without a valid emergency substitution.
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	Electronic Devices
	Searching and Handcuffing
	Event Safety
	Secret Scenarios
	Photo Identification
	Competitors may use any of the following forms of ID:
	tpsa.info/competitor-identification-form
	All forms of ID must meet the following requirements:


	STUDENT BOARD
	Timeline
	Feb 24
	Applications Open
	Mar 31
	Student Board Q+A - 5pm
	Mar 31
	Tabling / Campaigning
	Mar 31
	Deadline to Apply 11:59pm
	Apr 1
	Election
	Apr 2
	Swearing In

	CONFERENCE PROGRAM
	Scavenger Hunt & Game
	Steps to get started:

	Access Code

	JIGV8B
	COMPETITIVE EVENTS
	Law Enforcement
	Legal Studies
	Closing Argument Opening Statement Parliamentary Procedure Qualifying an Expert Witness
	911 Call Taking Building Search Crash Investigation Disturbance Call DWI Traffic Stop Facility Design Felony Traffic Stop Press Conference Report Writing SWAT Suspect Apprehension Traffic Stop

	Fire Services
	Facility Design First Responder Press Conference Public Service Announcement Search and Rescue Skill Assesment

	Forensic Science
	Correctional Services
	Anthropology Bloodstain Pattern Analysis Crime Scene Investigation Fiber Analysis Fingerprint Collection and Analysis
	Cell Extraction Facility Design Inmate Processing
	Job Exhibit Drone NIST Drone Search and Rescue
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	GRIEVANCES
	MORE INFO
	NO PHOTOS OR VIDEO
	NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES


	GET INVOLVED
	TPSA is built and run entirely by volunteers, advisors and professionals who believe in preparing the next generation of public safety leaders. As we continue to grow, we need people who care about this program to help shape its future.
	Regional Representatives
	Benefits
	Staff Positions
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	https://lapsen.org/conference
	2026
	2026 STATE CONFERENCE
	tpsa.link/state



